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	                                       Teaching Tip

                            www.go4english.com 



Using flashcards
Flashcards are one of the best tools for memorizing information. Flashcards enable students to understand new vocabulary without translation.

Here are some tips on using go4english.com flashcards.

1- The chain:  Enlarge the flashcards. Put all the flashcards in different places. Choose one student and say one word, for example 'donkey'. The student has to find the corresponding flashcard. It doesn't matter if they don't know the vocabulary yet. They can guess. If one student fails, choose another one, and so on until someone finds the donkey. Then we say another word, for example 'monkey', and go on until the student fails. Then we choose another student and we start the chain again 'donkey, monkey...'.  The idea of the chain is that when one student finds out the meaning of a word, the others will try to remember it. 
You can use the following go4english.com flashcards:

· Animal Flashcards: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-12-11/1197377305.doc 

      Animal Flashcards   http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-12-11/1197377365.doc 

· Furniture Flashcards: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-06-04/1180941951.doc 

· Future Flashcards: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/cms/2005-12-22/1135266759162.doc, the chain is using: “When I grow up, I’ll …….”
· Fairy Tale: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/cms/2006-02-13/1140009059767.doc , the chain is telling the story using correct sentences.

2- Pelmanism: You will need picture flashcards and word flashcards. Number the picture flashcards (1,2,3,…) and alphabetise the word cards (a,b,c,….). To prepare students for the task, ask them to match the words with the pictures. After that, put the students in two or three teams; ask them to name their teams. Write the names on the board.  Put all the flashcards face down on the floor. Choose one person from each team; tell them they have to find the right word/picture match by turning the cards over. If they can’t find the right pair they place the cards face down on the floor. Tell their team mates that they can help by guiding their friends “On your left/right. It’s at the bottom/top. It’s next to…..” The winner is the team that gets the most matches. This activity can be used to revise vocabulary.
You can use the following go4english.com flashcards:
· Seasons:http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2008-02-14/1202986567.doc . (Remember to cut out the flashcard titles.)
· Animal Body Parts: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-12-11/1197377082.doc 

· Pharaohs : http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-11-11/1194770556.doc 

                               http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-11-12/1194855598.doc 

                         http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-11-12/1194855634.doc
* How much is it? http://www.go4english.com/media_file/cms/2005-05-24/112193374854.doc 

3- Stand up if I say the right word: After you introduce new vocabulary using a set of flashcards, give each student a flashcard. Ask them to sit in a semi-circle. Tell them you are going to show them the words they have learnt. Ask them to stand up if the word you say matches the pictures you hold; they should not stand up if the word does not go with the picture. [image: image1.wmf] If you say dog, they do not stand up.
      OR Hold the picture flashcards. Ask students to stand in a line. On their left put a card marked WRONG;   on their right put a card marked RIGHT. Show them the cards. If you say a word that does not match the cards, they jump to the WRONG line; if you say the right picture/word match, they jump on the RIGHT line.
Both activities test students’ receptive skills.

You can use the following go4english.com flashcards:
· Animal Flashcards: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-12-11/1197377305.doc 
                                      http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-12-11/1197377365.doc 

· Furniture Flashcards: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-06-04/1180941951.doc 

4- Musical chairs: Ask students to sit in a circle. Stand in the middle. Give students a set of flashcards about a certain topic; make sure that four students have the same picture, and that they know what they are. Say: “Change places if you have a dog.” The students who have those flashcards change places with each other. While doing that, you try to sit on one of their chairs. Repeat the last step until students get the hang of it and can repeat the sentence themselves. 
This activity can be used with vocabulary or with tenses; e.g. “Change places if you are swimming.”

You can use the following go4english.com flashcards:

· Jobs Flashcards ( 3 sets) : http://www.go4english.com/tp/read.php?unitid=1243 
· Amazing Animals: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/cms/2005-09-13/1135855011420.doc 
5- Miming: Put the students in teams. Name the teams; write the names on the board. Tell them that you have a picture in your hand and that you are going to mime it. They have to guess what the picture is about using the correct word (if you are teaching vocabulary), or the correct tense (if you are teaching grammar). E.g., CAT, DOG; or ARE YOU DRIVING A CAR? DID YOU HAVE FISH FOR DINNER?
Repeat the activity twice, then choose a student from each team, give them the flashcard. The winner is the team that guesses the correct word or phrase.

You can use the following go4english.com flashcards:

· To teach road safety: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-02-11/1171191080.doc 

                                         http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-02-11/1171191023.doc 

After your students guess the right phrase, show them the flashcard and ask them whether it refers to a good or bad thing that people do in the streets.

· Pharaohs’ verbs:  http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-11-12/1194855743.doc 
                                   http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-11-12/1194865637.doc 

6- Point to:  Say: 'point to the donkey, point to the kangaroo...' and the students have to perform the action. When you see that the students are getting tired of this, you can transform it into a memory game: say 'point to... the monkey, the elephant, the snake and the hippo' and they have to do it in the right order. (If you speak faster each time they will find it funny.)
Print enough sets of the flashcards. Ask students to work in four teams. One of them is the teacher and he says:” Point to the …...”, and his team-mates follow his instructions. Make sure that each one has had the chance of being a teacher. 

You can use the following go4english.com flashcards:

· Pollution: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2008-01-02/1199280663.doc 

· Dinosaurs : http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2006-07-06/1152193816.doc 
Find their names on http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2006-06-18/1150622280.doc 

7- Be quick!  Put all the flash-cards in different places of the classroom. Then we ask two students to stand up. Then we say one word, for example 'giraffe' and both students will try to take it fastest. Do with the other words. At the end, the student who has taken more flashcards is the winner.

You can use the following go4english.com flashcards:

· Food: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2006-09-10/1157875213.doc 

                http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2006-09-10/1157874169.doc 

Food words: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2006-09-10/1157874320.doc 

· Animals: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2006-09-10/1157875665.doc
8- - On my back: Put one card on each student's back. They have to go around looking at the other students' cards; the students who looks at the pictures describes them to the one who cannot see them. 
You can use the following go4english.com flashcards:

· Playground verbs: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2006-11-30/1164879458.doc 

· Superheroes: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2006-08-16/1155728194.doc.Cut out the sentences on the sheet that explains each superhero’s power; ask your students to match the sentences to the pictures. Then play On my back using the flashcards. 

· Animal Flashcards: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-12-11/1197377305.doc 

                                      http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-12-11/1197377365.doc
9- Odd one out: Put some flashcards on the board. All the cards are related to one topic but one. For example: trousers, jacket, cow, shoes, shirt, jumper. Ask the students to find the odd one out (saying the word).

You can use the following go4english.com flashcards:

· Pet flashcards: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-05-03/1178177981.doc 

· Superheroes: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2006-08-16/1155728194.doc . Cut out the sentences on the sheet that explains each superhero’s power; ask your students to match the sentences to the pictures. Then play Odd one out using the flashcards. 
· Animal Flashcards: http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-12-11/1197377305.doc 

                                      http://www.go4english.com/media_file/doc/2007-12-11/1197377365.doc
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