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	                                       Teaching Tip

                            www.go4english.com 



Improving your own English
Learning a language is a skill which needs time effort and patience to be improved. Here are some general as well as tips on using the www.go4english.com activities to improve your English. 
1- Create your own dictionary

Divide a note book into 26 sections; label them alphabetically. When you learn a new word, write it in the right section with an example sentence. Every week review the vocabulary stock you have created. 

You can use the vocabulary tests on http://www.go4english.com/test/test.php?l=1 to check your progress, and http://www.go4english.com/qg/read.php?unitid=1969 to improve your spelling skills. 
2- Use on line regular tips

Read the teaching tips on http://www.go4english.com/tp/archive.php?cid=10051000. The tips offer ideas on different classroom techniques, and using the different www.go4english.com activities.
3- Improve your listening skills
· http://www.go4english.com/eia/archive.php?cid=10011000 has interviews with Arab celebrities, along with some comprehension questions. Use that link activities regularly to improve your listening skills.
· Although the songs on this link http://www.go4english.com/ffk/archive.php?cid=10041001 are designed for young learners, you can use them to improve your listening and reading: you can listen to songs and read the lyrics at the same time. You can play the games that are related to the songs to reinforce what you have learnt. Add the new words that you learn from the songs to your dictionary.
· You can also improve your listening and reading if you use the stories on this link http://www.go4english.com/ffk/archive.php?cid=10041002 . You can listen to the story as well as read it. Doing the story activities will reinforce your comprehension. Add the new words that you learn from the stories to your dictionary.   
4- Join a join interest group

· Blogs are examples of people of same interests discussing different issues. You can comment on different topics or ask for help on http://www.go4english.com/bbs/board_main.php .
· http://www.go4english.com/vg/archive.php?cid=10021004 Ask and Answer activities are designed to answer questions of different www.go4english.com users. Checking the activities posted on that section might answer some of the questions you have on vocabulary, grammar or pronunciation aspects. 
     5-    Test your progress

Every month take any of the tests on http://www.go4english.com/test/index.php , http://www.go4english.com/vg/archive.php?cid=10021006 , or http://www.go4english.com/vg/archive.php?cid=10021002 . Record your score on a chart. Re-take the test/tests the following month. Record your score on the same chart. This will be evidence of your progress.    
6- Play language learning games

Contrary to what people think the word GAMES does not mean a waste of time or something you can do for fun. While playing a game on http://www.go4english.com/vg/archive.php?cid=10021003 , http://www.go4english.com/vg/archive.php?cid=10021009, http://www.go4english.com/qg/archive.php?cid=10031000 , http://www.go4english.com/qg/archive.php?cid=10031001 , or http://www.go4english.com/qg/archive.php?cid=10031002 , your brain records the language you learn. The next time you hear or read the same language will reinforce what you have learnt; you’ll recall what you have passively learnt. 
7- Play the radio in the background while doing house chores

Trying to listen to every word English speakers say makes you feel nervous and maybe frustrated. Listening to the radio while doing house chores will give you a feel for natural English intonation and rhythm. 
8- Listen to yourself speaking

Choose a topic. Write a sentence about it in Arabic. Translate the sentence into English. Say it out loud. Add a sentence the following day. Say the two sentences out loud. Add a sentence everyday, and say the sentences loudly. This exercise will help you collect sentences about some burning issues. It will also help you focus on your pronunciation problems. 
9- Categorise new words
Learning similar words expands your vocabulary and makes it easier to learn and remember new vocabulary by forming links between similar words. 
     10-   Use an English-English dictionary

A monolingual dictionary gives you a lot of example sentences. It also helps you to stop translating in your head when you are speaking or listening. Buying an electronic dictionary might be a good idea, as it has the pronunciation. You can use it to listen to and practise new vocabulary. There are some on line dictionaries that have the pronunciation too, like http://encarta.msn.com/encnet/features/dictionary/DictionaryResults.aspx?refid=1861616536 
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